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The Plot invejtigated^ 8lc. 



AN attempt againft the life of a Sove- 
reign, is a circumftance in itfelf fo 
extremely rare and extraordinary, as to well 
juflify the refcuing the faiftory of it fronx> 
the oblivion of our diiarnal publications, 
which, however reforted to for the fake of 
early information, are too apt to furnifli 
little more than the mere outlines of great 
events; and, like the fhort-lived Ephe- 
mera, to expire with the day. 

Something more feems neceflary for the 

purpofe of a general circulation, as well 

as to gratify the public with the minutiae o£ 

great natural occurrences, in order to form 

A 2 ^.x^- 
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a regular and connefted detail, by drawing 
t(^ether all the various mifcellaneous par- 
ticulars that are difperfcd and fcattered 
through the different papers, as it were, 
into one grsmd focus: and furely this could 
never have been rendered more expedient, 
than in the cafe oi Margaret Nicbolf on ^ whofe 
late defign to deftroy his moft facred Ma- 
jefty, befides the horror that it naturally 
excites, certainly involves in it a nmore than 
common degree of myftery and furprifc. 

But before we offer any ftriftures on fo 
fingular and intercfting a fubjeft, it may be 
thought proper, firft, to give an account of 
the faft itfelf 5 and of the perfon by whom 
the world had like to have loft a Monarch, 
whofe delight it is to reign in the hearts of 
his people. 

In order that the public might be con- 
vinced of the faft, which, from its daring 
and defperate nature, might not otherwife 
have been credited, it was immediately au- 
thenticated 
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thenticatcd by the appearance of the fol- 
lowing extraordinary Gazette. 

London Gazette Extraordinary, 

A?/. James's, Auguft a, jj 

THIS morning, as his Majefty -iwas 
alighting from his carriage,, at the gate of 
the Palace, a woman who was waiting 
there, under pretence of prefenting) a pe- 
tition, ftruck at his Majefty with i knife, 
but providentially his Majefty recti ved no 
inj ury. The woman was immediately tak^ 
en into cuftody, and, upon examination^ 
appears to be infane. 

#■ 

The following are the particulars :— ' 

On Wednefday, Auguft the ad, his 
Majefty arrived at twelve o'clock at Saint 
James's from Windfor, for the purpofe of 
holding the levee, and was ftepping out of 
his poft. chariot at the garden entrance to "^ 
St. James's, near Marlborough-wall, when 
A 3 the 
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the attack was offered upon his life. The 
woman by whom the defpcrate attempt was 
made, had been obferved waiting the King's 
arrival for fome time, and, previous to the 
appearance of the carriage, took her fitua- 
tion between two gentlewomen, who were 
tuijcnown to her, and with whom Ihe en- 
tered into a flight converfation. On the 
carriage approaching, flie begged, with 
fomc camcfthefs, that they would not im- 
pede her in an attempt to deliver a me- 
morial to his Majefty. As the door of the 
carriage was opened, and the King was in 
the a£t of alighting, fhe ftarted forward, 
land held a paper towards his Majefty, 
which he received with gracious conde- 
ftenfion. At the fame inftant, a knife, which 

^. .' Ihc held in her hand, and which was con- 

cealed under the memorial, was direded 
^igainft the breaft of the king; the ftroke 
was happily avoided by his Majefty bow- 
ing as he took the paper; Ihe made a fe- 
cond ftroke, but the attendant yeoman, fec- 

i-N ing 
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ing her drift, ruflicd forward and caught 
her arm j at the fame time that one of the 
King's footmen feized the knife. The So* 
vercign, with amazing temper and forti* 
tude, exclaimed at the inftant, '^ I have 
received no injury ! Don^t hurt the woman i 
ibe poor creature appears inJaneP* 

His Majefty, when he entered the outer 
Toom of the royal apartments, opened the 
paper, in which appeared written, f^ To 
" the King's moft excellent Majefly," the 
ufual.head to the petitions, but nothing 
more. 

She was dreffed in a flowered linen, or 
muflin gown, black gauze bonnet, black 
(ilk cloak, morning wire cap, with blue 
ribbons, and is about thirty-fix years of 
age, is of a moderate ftature, pale fallow 
complexion, and fedate, ferious caft of 
countenance* 

The inftrument whldi flie ufed, was as 
oki ivory-handled deffcrt knife, worn very 

thia 
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thin toward the point, and cracked in fcvcral >, 
places in the handle. 

His Majefty went forward into the pa- 
lace; and when he had recovered himfelf 
fronn the iiirprife, which a circumftance fo 
very cxtraortiinary muft have occafioncd, 
feemed greatly afFc<5tcd; and uttered fome 
expreflions, fignifying, that he had not de- 
ferved this treatment from any of his fub* 
jefts. • 

The woman was immediately taken into 
cuftody, and carried into the inner guards- 
room. While fhe was there, great num^ 
bers of the nobility and others crowded 
round about her, and a&cd her a vaiPiety of 
qoeftfoh^, all which Ihe treated with the 
utmoft Cnconcern and indifference, idling 
them, that they had no right to qucftioft 
her, aftd that when flic Ihould be brought 
before the proper perfons, fbe would an«^ 
fwer them. They alfo etpoftolated with 
her on tha heinous ofiFendc &e had been 
guilty of, and the dreadful predicament 

into 






( 9 ) 

into which it had brought lier; but (he ftill 
continued apparently unmoved. When 
they afked her, however, what could pof- 
fibly be the niotive that led her to fo rafli 
a ftep, the anfwercd, " It was the caufer 
and being f;arther preffed, cried, rather 
angoly, " 'that Jbe- would dk for it r 

She was afterwards removed into the 
Queen's a-nti- chamber, where the nobiJity 
and others flocked around her in ftill great- 
er numbers, but (he refufed giving therri 
any kind of fatisfaftion upon afking her 
any queftion, and would by no means 
gratify their curio'fity as to Her family, or 
relieve- thdr anxiety as to the inducement 
ike had been adhiated by, ia attempting to 
deprive them of their fovereign. 

Such of the members of adminiftration, 
and great law officers as were in town, and 
who had been fent to on the occafion, be- 
ing alTembled, a council was immediately 
formed, and the woman at five o'clock was 
ukcn before it. There were prefenr, Wfr* 

Pitt, 
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Pitt, Marquis of Carmarthen, Lord Sid* 
ney, Lord Salifbury, the Attorney Gene- 
ral, the Solicitor Qeneral, the Matter of thtf 
Rolls, and Sir. Francis Drake, &c. The 
following magiftrates too had alfo been lent 
for : Sir Robert Taylor, Mn Bond, Mr. 
Addington, Mr. Reed, and Mr. Cblicfc. . 

•Previous to this, fhe was, by ^rd€r of 
council, ftripped in a private rbcJm before 
ihe was examined ; twQ wjcnnoh tbeltfRgiTjg 
to St. James's Palace .were Appointed fdt 
that purpofe> but ndthmg twas found on 
Jier which cou'ld lead to any difcovcry. , 

The examihacion being rniiercd i^d; 
ihe faid her name was Margaret Nid>olJcn, 
fhat fee was the daughter of Oeorgc Ni- 
cholfon, of .Stockton upon Tecs, in York- 
feirei that fee had a brother who kept » 
public-^houfe in Milford-lane ; that fee 
came to London at twelve years of age ; 
that fee had been a.houfe-mkid in fevcral 
families 5. Mr. Taylor; Mrs. Boothby, in 
Upper Grafvenor-ftrect-, Mrs. Rice, Mayi 

fairi' 
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feir; Mrs. Bieavinntont, Lord' Coventry, 
i^dy Seabrights &c. &e. 

Upon being aflced where (fee had lived 
Imce hierlaft place, flieftegW'to exhibit 
ftrong markS'Of'infanify'j iahfWering, that 
ijie had ^beeri* all abt^iH^Jifite tbi:^ matter of 
the Crown broke^outi and upon afking for 
an explaRation'of thefe wofdis, (he* went on 
ifi a* wild and incoherent way of talkihg^j; 
{bch a:s> I'kat ^€ 'wanted' ndthing but Bet 
right -ofhi' property y-^tbe Crown wa^ her 
rights — that Jhe bad a great property^ . &c. 
&ei that (he had prcfented a petition . tea 
days ago, and which, upon looking back 
into the papers, was found trug ; . biit it. was 
found* to be fuch (tuff and nonfehfe, that no 
notice was taken of it ; that if (he had not 
her right,' England would be in blood for 
a Jhou(hnd generations. Upon being 
qucftioned as to her wants) (he faid, (he 
would an(Wer none but .a judge i her righp 
wasamyftery, &c. 

." ' " Being 



^,\s^i^ ih€ now iWtd i &€ 

" " y,. ^^:i'5, ftationcr, accfac 

s -^. • -S"^ '**''^' Wigmorc-ftrcct; 

^, > ^*i\^"•' of the magiilratcs, at- 

V r^'cr officers, were inftantly 

^ v^N'» ^f*" JodgingSj and to bring 

* ^^j^ ^<v*»t? the board. 

^ V vsl^"^^* ^^^^ found three letters, 

,, ^'*»^ ^^r pretended right to the 

" *^ *^'' ^^^^^^^d to Lord Mansfield, 

"^"^ " ^ ^mghborough, and other noble per- 

^ ^^ yijt, upon his examination, faid, 

j^l lodged with him about three years; 

}\i» had not particularly obferved any 

^i^u^iks ^^^ infanity in her, though Ihc was 

^inly very odd at times ; that fhe fub- 

jjk^l by taking in plain-work, &c. 

pr. Monro was alfo fent for, and attend* 
^ He was queftioned as to her lunacy, 
^«. Whether he could difcover if fhe 
1^ a lunatic? He anfwered, that fuch 
difcovery could not be made immediately 5 
4 that 
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that for the accomplifhment of fuch a pur- 
pofe, (he mud be taken under the care and 
infpeftion of one of his people for three or 
four days. 

Mr. Fijk being farther examined, depof- 
ed, tliat (he always appeared a harmlcfs 
charafter^ and that although (he frequently 
feemed in a ftate of abfence, he never ob*- 
fervcd greater proofs of infanity in her^ 
than frequently moving her lips as if talk- 
ing, and appearing agitated, although in 
no converfation with any perfon* 

From the various interrogatories put to 
her, it appeared, that about fix years ago» 
ftie lived withMifs Price, of Argyle-build'- 
jngs, whofe fervice ihe quitted on a pre- 
tence that ihe had been left a capital for- 
tune ; that (he afterwards worked with Nf r. 
Watfon, hatter, in New Bond-ftreet^ whom 
fhe frequently prc(red to prefent petitions 
in her behalf to his Majeftyj faying con- 
dnually, fhe had a large claim upon go- 
vernment, and that for the laft three years 
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of her life, Ihe lodged at the houfc of Mr; 
Fifkj bookfeller, in the corner of Mary- 
le-bone Lane, near Portman-fquare, 

She did not appear the leaft cmbarraffed 
before the Council, anfwered fome quef- 
tions with confiftence, and others incohe- 
rently. Her objeft, fhe faid, was to obtain 
the prayer of her petition by terrifying 
the King, which fhe fancied the fight of 
the knife would have efFcfted. Upon it 
being obferved, that the paper fhe pre- 
fented contained no writing, fhe replied; 
the King knew what fhe wanted, as (he 
had often prefented petitions : which pa- 
pers, it feems upon enquiry, appear to 
have been delivered j but they abounded 
in the mofl glaring inconfiflencics, and were 
difregarded at the time. 

At intervals fhe talked of 'a " claim on 
government" — "law fuit" — "jufl caufe," 
and fuch like fentences ; and, in anfwer to 
fome of the interrogatories the Council 
propofcd, faid fhe fhould avow the motives 
^ ■ of 
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4Df her conduft before thofe who had a 

.right to queftion her 5 but that there fhe 
fhould fay nothing. After thcfe declara- 
tions, flie fometimes remained filcnt for 

-a time, and would not reply to any quef- 

itions put to her. 

Her lodgings were examined a fecond 
time, when, befides the feveral letters al- 
ready mentioned, there were found feveral 
fcraps of papers, in which the naiftes of 
Lord Mansfield and other perfons of con*« 
.fequence appeared, with fome disjointed 
writing, mentioning efFefts, and what Ihe 
.denominated " claffics," a term flie did not 
feem to undcrftand ; all of which denoted 

a difordered ftate of mind. 

The examination continued till paft fc- 
ven o'clock; when it was propofed to 
commit her for three or four days, for the 
purpofc of enabling Dodor Monro to 
obferve the ftate of her mind, in order that 
he might be enabled to determine whether 
flie was infane or not i but this was ob-* 
B 2 jcfted 
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jcfled to> upon an apprchenfion, that t 
connmitment for that time would be ille- 
gal. It was then propofed to fend her to 
Tothill-fields Bridewell -, but this was alfo 
olgefted to, as (he was confidered as a 
ftate prifoner. At length it was agreed to 
put her under the care of Mr. Coates, one 
of his Majefty's Meffengers ; and fhe was 
accordingly comnnitted into his cuftody, 
and carried by him to his houfe in Half- 
moon-ftreet, Piccadilly. 

Left the news of fo extraordinary an 
event might reach her Majefty's ears in an 
abrupt manner, and ferious confequences, 
perhaps, be produced by the furprife it 
miglit occafion; his Majefty left Saint 
James's before the Council broke up, and 
haftencd down to Windfor : but intelli- 
gence of the attempt againft his life had 
got there before his arrival j and fo great 
were the fears of her Majefty and the Royal . 
Family, that nothing but his prefence could 
poffibly have removed the dread they had 

on 
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on their minds, or made them believe his 
perfon fafe and fecure. 
. The attempt upon his Majefty's life 
Ipread fo general a concern, that the ru- 
mour of it had fcarce got beyond the verge 
of the Court, before feveral hundred per- 
fons flew to the palace, and crowded the 
different avenues leading thereto, with the 
mod apparent marks of anxiety ; but his 
Majefty foon took the moft efieaual means 
for removing every apprehenfion ; for 
when he came from St. James's to his 
carriage, his face was clothed with the moft 
comforting fmiles ; he had, to Ihew his 
unconcern, lefs attendance than is the ufual 
praftice; and after turning over fome pa- 
pers with indifference, converfed with a 
gentleman, who faluted him, and took 
his leave with the utmoft compofure. 
After the examination was concluded, 
Lj a ftate of the particulars that tranfpircd 
were fent off to Windfor i and at half paft 
eight at nighty the woman was taken, by 
■ B J order 
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order of the Privy Council, to the cuftody 
of one of the KingVMeflengers. 

It is innpofliblc for words to convey any 
idea of the joy that appeared in every face, 
at the prefervation of his Majefty's pcr- 
fon. Every one adn^ired and extolled 
the cool and collefted manner in which 
the Sovereign a6ted in the moment of 
danger. In (hort, for the happy efcape 
of the Monarch, all defcriptions of people 
offered tip their ardent congratulations and 
fincere prayerSr The nobility in town, as 
foon as they heard of the daring attempt, 
came to St. Jarhes's, ahd furrounded the 
throne with their congratulations > and 
amongft the ladies who went to court for 
the purpofe of feeing the woman, were: 
the Duchcfs of Devonfhire, Lady Dim- 
cannon, &c. &c. Many of the foreign- 
Minifters alfo corhplimentcd his Majefty 
on the failure of th($ attempt to affaffifl&te 
him, ■: * 

His 
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His" Majefty*s pycfcnce 6f mmdy ind 
great htfrfianity; wefevery cdnrpicuowiri 
his behaiviour upon this very fhocking and 
alarming attempt to. take away Hs life* 
And if he had not ihflrantly retreated, ot 
if the. wretch had made ufe of her righf 
hand inftead of her Ifeft, the confeijucncei 
nrtight have been of a' moft fatal nature ; 

DISASTROXJS INt)EED TO TH^S* COX^il^iLY I 
TO AN AMIABLE FAMILY ! TO THE WOfeiD ! 

Alttt fo-MAN-lt^NtJ'!-" • ; ■ -- 

^^ May the Ki ng live for ever /"-^very* 
friend of virtue and 6f his country — cverjr 
lover of the belt of Princes— every ad- 
mirer of dignified example, muftrrejofce, 
-with the nioft" attimated ardour, and the 
warmeft gratitude to God, that the King 

lives! -"Sparc the "womanf* fhe muft 

be infane 1*^ were words '^hich give the' 
rhoft lively idea of his Majefty's greatneft 
of mind-*-of his command of tiemper— 
fine fenfibility — humanity— and e^fy thing 
laudable and anAiable ! : ' v 

A M6narcli^ 
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order of the Privy Cor ^^lojents of 
of one of the King's f jte focial 
It is impofliblc fo' ^d all the 
idea of the joy that , /iianncrs, lb 
at the prefervatior.^iT''^^"'!!^^* — 
fon. Every or .,. /learts of his 
the cool and c cJ of the danger 
the Sovereign rovfes every men- 
danger. In .painful anguifh.-^ 
of the Mon? ;f aflaflin wounds our 
offered up ..lancy peculiar to that 
fincere pr that refined afFcftion, 
foon as fo elevated a pattern of 
came t^ > and goodnefs ! 
throne ^P^ of his Majefty from 
amor P^ ^^ ^"^ ^i^^j has given 
the <^fure to all ranks of peo- 
th' port, when firft circulated 
c oietropolis^ ftruck a general 
o aggravate the confter nation, 
J moft plentifully added to the 
town^, for feveral hours, was 
\ ^onizing fufpence, until the pub- 
^ (tf the Gazette Extraordinary, 
^ ' which 
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^which difpellcd the gloom that hung on 
^Bpry countenance^ and reftored happinefs 
^BTcvery heart. The defperate blow being 
^nimed by the hand of infanity^ and that 
r^Wow warded off by the interpofition of 
Providence, reftored contentment and hap- 
pinefs to the minds of a loving people, who 
revere their fovereign for his princely 
virtues. 

How much ought every Cngliihman to 
reverence the free conftitution of his coun- 
try, and the mild temperament of its Iaws> 
^ when he contemplates the treatment of the 
unhappy wretch, who fo grofsly infulted 
hisMajefty : although this miferable wo- 
man fliould be clearly proved to be infane, 
and furthermore that there was no motive 
of aftion, no fixed or premeditated defign 
againft his Majcfty*s life : yet if fuch a 
circumftance had taken place in any coun- 
try under heaven, except that which Eng- 
lUhmen have the happinefs to call their 
own, racks and tortures would have 
been applied, and the jails and prifons 
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tvould have been filled by accufations 
againft innocent perfons, which would have 
been extorted from the wretched criminal. 
In the hiftory of arbitrary countries, it 
has often happened that perfons fecured 
upon fufpicion only have, upon the bare 
appearance of the dreadful engines of tor- 
ture, thought it beft rather to confeft 
guilt, though entirely innocent, ai>d fub- 
ffiit to ^ igifominious <}eath, than encoun- 
jter with fuch accumulated horrors and hu^ 
^mari mifery. Under diis idea it was that 
the excelteiYt and leafrned tatvyer, SLord 
.Chancellor Fortefcue, laid it down as an 
incontrovertible maxim, that Englilhmen 
would rather encounter death than torture. 
When Felton ftabbed the Duke of Buck- 
•ingham, and whilft he was imprifoned to 
take his trial, fome of the court party pre- 
pared a bill, by which the torture was to 
be inflidedupon him, in order that he 
might difcover his accomplices. But 
when this bill was (hewn to the judges, the 
whole bench, una voce, declared, that the 

law 
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law of " England abhorred torture ; and 
;ilthough the n^agnitude of the crime 
might have- deferved fuch a puniflimenty 
yet that the exanople muft not be fufFercd* 
to appear upon the ftatute book. The bill 
was accordingly dropped. 

His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, 
with proper filial afFedtion^ inftantly on 
hearing the danger his Majefty had been 
in, left Brighton, and arrived at Windfor 
late on Thurfday evening. He remained 
two hours with the King, afterwards came 
to Carlton-houfe, and from thence returned 
to Brighton. 

His Highnefs, in his tranfport of joy at 
the King's happy efcape, rufhed into the 
apartment where he was fitting with the 
Queen, and embraced them both with all 

imaginable affedtion. The Princefles 

alfo partook of the felicity, and a more 
endearing meeting never yet took place 
within the pale of the court. 

Thurfday morning, Mn Juftice Ad* 
<Jington went to fecMargaretNicholfon,at 

Mr, 



( 24 ) 

Mr. Coates's, meffengcr, in Half-nioon* 
ftrcet, and began a convcrfation with hen 
Upon which fhe told him^ that they had 
di drafted her the day before (meaning 
Wednefday) with a great nuoiber of quef- 
tions ; that (he did not underftand them ; 
that they had made her deaf on one fide ; 
«— but Ihe had it all here [pointing to the 
back part of her head] ; that the King had 
ho right to the crown j that the crown 
was hers, &c. 

Mr. Addington permitted her to go on, 
in order to difcover if there was any thing 
worth noticing. 

When Ihe had done running on about 
the crown, (he began about Lord Mans- 
field, and Lord Loughborough. She faid, 
that (he had brought them both into the 
world — they owed every thing they had to 
he i — ^but (he was not their mother — Ihe 
never knew any man* 

It does not appear from any perfon who 

•knew her, that flie was ever married. It 

JL was 



( ^5 J ; 

was all a myftery, Ihe faid. But fhe had 
it all here [pointing again to her head.] 
And then went on, with faying a good deal 
more 10 the. fame purport. 

The knife lyith which (he attempted to 
ftab the King, only juft touched his Majcf- , 
ty's waiftcoat. • Nothing more. 

Nobody has been permitted to' fee her 
at Mr. Coates's, except Mr. Juftice Ad*' 
dington. 

As foon as fhe had undergone the exa- 
mination before hisMajefty'sMinifters and 
the Law Officers on Wcdncfday, and wair' 
taken in a coach by Mr. Coates, one of the 
King's Mefferigers, to his houfc, attended 
by two of the-Marftialmen, on her way 
(he declared, that ihe had no intentionta 
hurt the King; that having prefentcdj/ir- 
ventem petitibns to his Majfefty, to whkh 
fhe had received no anfwer; it was her dc-' 
terminatiprii as (hecxprieired'herfelf, ^^ t9 
^\ bring' mattfTs to a pmty' for which pur- 
pofc Ihe had taken thofc ftcps. OnJaer 
C ^xvc^-Sl 
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arrival at Mr. Coates's houfe, fhe con- 
vcrfed for fomc time in a very rational 
manner with Mrs. Coatcs, who was the 
only perfon then fufFered to be with, her ; 
after which Ihe began to fhew fome fymp- 
tbms of a difordered mind, declaring, 
among other abfurd things " that although 
^^ Jhe had never been married^ yet that both 
*^ Lord Mansfield and Lord Loughborough 
<^ were herfmSy and that they knew it \* 
with various other things equally ridicu- 
lous. 

During the whole of the next day, fhe 
behaved in a very wild and extravagant 
manner, rather encreafing the appearance 
of infanity, and totally divefting herfclf of 
that degree of coHeftednefs with which ihe 
a£ted on the day of her making the at- 
tempt. 

The Cabinet Minifters had a meeting 
on Thurfday at the Lord Chancellor's, 
and came to the refolution of fummoning 
a Coujlcil for the next day, to be held in 

the 
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the Great Council Chamber, at St. James's, 
to determine on the mode of bringing the 
unfortunate woman to trial, and to confi- 
der on the form of profecuting a crime fo 
unufnal and extraordinary in this country. 

On FRiDAY the King accordingly came 
to town for that purpofe, and arrived 
' about ten minutes before twelve o'clock, 
at St. James's from Windfor, He was 
dreffcd in the Windfor uniform, dark blue 
turned up with red, and looked remarlca-^ 
bly well. 

His Majcfty, for the firft time in His . 
reign, was obferved to defcend from His 
carriage with an undrawn hanger in his 
hand. This circumftance we muft how- 
ever attribute to accident. The Sovereign 
bears too exalted a mind, to have recourfe 
to naked arms in the nriidft of his fubjefits. 
The undetermined cafe of Margat^et Ni- 
cholson might however for a time have 
made the- meafure advifable. 

The guard w^s very judicioufly encreafed 
C 2 at 
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at the gate where his Majefty alighted, to 
a ferjeant and fix grenadiers. Four of the 
yeomen alfo attended. The concourfe pf 
people to fee their King, after the recent at- 
tack upon his facred life, was confiderablc. 
Every face difcovered gladncfs, and with- 
out being requefted by the centinels, they 
kept, at a refpeftful diftancc from the car- 
riage. 

A .tepipprary aJlanm /lyas* created by oac 
of the Jight-horfe, .who, preceded tjie^mg 
on full fpeed, falling, in making; a &44ca 
turn round the garden wall.' The rider 
difwg^gcdhimfelf wtith wonderful alacrity, 
though evidently hurt: the aniiiial was 
cut by the fall very feverely. 

Such is the affeftion of the ^people 
of this country to their King, that 
not only tKe levee was moft numer- 
oufly attended by the Nobility and Gen- 
try, in order to pay their refpedts, -and 
exprefs their congratulation on his .M^- 
jtfty's fortunate efcape from the attempt 

on 
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on his life; but every avenue. to the court 
was filled with people, who teftified their 
joy, on again feeing their Sovereign fafe. 

After drefling, the King entered the le- 
vee room, where a greater number of th6 
Nobility attended, than had been known 
fince his Majefty's acceflion to the throne. 
Many old Peers who had not been at St. 
James's for a number of years, moft of the 
Foreign Minifters, • and an infinity of 
Commoners, appeared on the occafibn, 
and an univerfal joy feemed to beam in 
their countenances, on having the oppor- 
tunity of congratulating the King on hii 
perfonal fafety. 

The following were fome of the moft 
diftinguifhed charafters : — The Archbifhop 
of Canterbury, Mr. Pitt, the I-ord Mayor 
of London, the Dukes of Montagu, Chan- 
dos, Ncwcaftle, Northumberland, Rox- 
borough and Queenlberry ; the Marquis of 
Carmarthen ; Lords Aylesford, Hopetown, 
Courtown, Cowper, Sydney, Gal^ay, Ef- 
C 3 fingham. 
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fingham, Hawkiborough, Herbert, Mount 
Morris, Baham, Rivers, Plymouth, Fer- 
rers, Jerfey, Lovain, Dungannon, Went* 
'worth, Apfley, Newhaven, and Faucon- 
berg J the Swcdifh and Dutch Minitters, 
Count Peltyen, the Attorney General, thp 
Solicitor General, the Judge Advocate, 
Sir J, Dick, Sir W. Draper, Sir W. Muf- 
grave. Sir j. Hawke, Sir P. Giles, Sir F. 
Haldimand ; Generals Paoli,Fawcet,Hyde, 
Sjpith, Ward, Patterfon, AnQey, Williams, 
Morrifon, and R ainsforth ; Alderman Clark, 
iAr. W. Ellis, Mr, Orde, Mr, Addington, 
Mr, Selwin, Mf. N^pean, Mr, Pultney, 
Mr. Pitcher, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Faulk- 
ner, Mr. Grenville, Mr, Cottrell, Mr. 
)Voodford, Mr, Elliot, Mr. Robinfon, 

At a quarter after five o'clock his Ma- 
jefly returned to Windfor. 

General Fawcet had a long conference 
with his Majefty, previous to his depar- 
ture. 

After the levee, whicl> was over about 

three 
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three oVlock, the Cabinet Minifters held 
a council at the Secretary of State's office, 
Whitehall, on the attempt of Margaret 
Nicholson. Mr, Coates, the King's mef- 
fenger, in whofe cuftody fhe is, received 
previous orders to prepare her to be 
brought before them. Dr. Monro and 
his fon attended, who reported, that hav- 
ing paid every proper attention to the cul- 
prit, and particularly having vifited her 
that naorning, gave it as their opinion, that 
fhe WdLS. infane, f^c. counpil, in ponfe- 
quencp of their evidence, did not order 
Margaret Nicholfon to attend fqr any far- 
ther jexaofynatioQ, but difedted Mr. Coates 
to keep her' fafp in cuftody, and directed 
the proper officers to fend cxpreffes by the 
King's meffengers, to every part of the 
kingdom, where they had learnt that IJie 
at anytime refided, ia. order to be tho- 
roughly infonned, if {ler prefent appear- 
ance of infanity can be corroborated by 
any of her former tranfaftions, 

C 4 ' Mr^ 



Mr. Fi(k, and two of the culprit's fe^ 
male acquaintances attended the council. 

His evidence is clear,, that during the 
time Ihe had lodged at his houfe, fhe ap- 
peared to him a perfedlly quiet, harmlefs, 
and inoffenfive woman, who got her living 
by working at her needle.— That he knew 
her while Ihe lodged at Mr, Pauleys, paftry^ 
cook, in Oxford-ftreet -, which was before 
fhe came to him. That he never faw any 
figns of infanity, unlefs talking to h^rfelf 
very frequently could be fo called j and 
that fhe has faid fhe was (hortly to have a 
place at Court. ; • 

Mrs. Fifk alfo faid the fame. Mr. Pavule 
faid, Ihe had lodged with him about five 
year^, during which time he never ob- 
ferved any marks of infanity, except oq- 
cafionally talking to herfelf. 

Mr. Fiflc was the caufe of taking Mr. 
Pauleys evidence, by faying .(he lodged 
with Mr. Paule before fhe came to him. 

How- 



However,: their ,evid«0€e was .very nfcarly 

■ ^.:tbe:fwn€|f-; •; . .:; • • •: ■ .' •\--- '' 
Mr.Fiflcwas takQUfi^vAyiironp hishowfe 
aboiH ti^:ce ro'cWokj. by' thi two- Uiider 
Secretaries of Sfi|t§y,jif)4,carriedi»ahack- 
jiey ,CG^h;jto..;Si;* J^^isfs, where he w^s 
. dcjtai^ feyer^lfea^frs^vi^itbout having t^ 
. k^dknowledge, or icveh fufpicion, of the 
caufe. Mrs. Nicholfon went out in the 
r/morjiaajgraMiftnihe-nt^^ jiod .he. had 

. jK)tXecaiier*afterwardsi ^' -.i 

! .Alicole whUe^tertNSrjSPiikJbad kfthis 
oDWn^houfe, to go to St. J^fk\cB% two 
'■mefleRgers came/ and 'took their ftations 
at Mrs. Niohoiiferv's- room-door, and re- 
mained' there until the «venkig> when the 
. magiftl-ates came to fearehher ajpartmehts, 
— They./bimdnothing^xteptthe three let- 
ters -already mentioned; which -were incre 
' nonfcnfe. — Mcr pockets were fearcJhed al- 
fo, and thire were found in them, a Ifilver 
fix-pence, and three halfpfente, wTiTch was 
' .nlhhe nfibney ifie hatf^ land a$ to fclothes, (he 

had 



• had not more than what Vere on her back, 
and thofc,' except the cloak aiid bonnet, 
werecvcry indifferent. 

Om of th^ women- was examined ^oh- 
cernihgii converration^ffii held wth Mi%. 
Nichblfon dn.Twfilay, when the iriftru* 
meiit with which fhe'pwpoifed to hare ^xe- 

.cutcd the hbrrid deed was cleaned and 
Jharpned. ..:.'..-• . 

Mr. Nichplfon, her orothcr, who keeps 
a public houfc in Milford-Laoc m the 

: Strand, gave it a^ his opinion that Ihc is 
infaoej but flic has not liyed in terms of 
intimacy with him for a^cQnfiderablc time* 
The knife which fliq ufed for the horrid 
purpofc was fo much worn, a;id fo very 
thin, that when Ihe. thrufl it againft his 
Majefty's waiftcoat, it bent— A gentleman 

. prefcnt at;; her firft examination tried the 
point of it againft his hand, when the knife 
bent almoft double, without .piercing the 
ikin. — - This . weaknefs in the inftrument 
was very fortunate, for, had it been a dag- 
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gcr,. ' the- confeq^hice ^nlight * Have hctn 
dreadful. 

r From mbft of the cii^ttimftahces, the only " 
cpnjcdhJre to be formed, isj' that -her Mad^' 
ncfs appears to be real ; though Ve would*' 
by no means vchtiire any decided opiiiibni - 
as too much caution cannot be obfervcd * 
on fuch an.occafion. The nature of the 
crime attempted to be committed, is of 
that arrocioits kind j 'that, had the perfon 
attempting it been in her proper fenfes,' 
the defeat and recolleftibn of its infamy 
were enough, on reflexion, to rendeK the • 
moft callous mind difordcred -, it is there- 
fore moft probable, that the King's Mi^ 
nifters wifely put off her further examina- 
tion till fome certain opinion could be col- 
le6ted^by medical men, of thereal ftatd of 
her intellefts'. 

She was accordingly, on Friday evening, 
remanded into the cuftody of Mr. Coates, 
and by him again conveyed to his houfe,- 
in HWf-moon-ftreet, Piccadilly. 

WheA 
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.AVheji he g9t home, Mrs. Niqholfon was 
in a very placid humour, owing to .the cx-» 
cc%nLtrcatii5i€ni which flife pccffcired frbin 
Mr. Coaws, ;Who nri.ick it his iludy to ren- : 
df r the miferable woplan- as comfortable as 
the rcmorfc of her own mind> .and her un* 
fortunate fituation, would allow. During 
the evening (he requefted to play a gaftie^ 
at whift,r whiph Mr. Coates complied. with> > 
and part of the time (he was perfeftly col* r 
lefted. 

Asfeveral of the noble perfonages pre- 
fcnt at the Icyee, were doubtfill as to the' 
propriety of committing her to a mad^ 
hpufe as a lunatiii^^^ we fhall here infcrt.ai 
claufe from the iyt\\^Qisorf§^^. cap. v.-— 
The aft fays, ** Lunatics, noay be confined '' 
^< by warrant of two. Juices -of the 'Peace 
« (in the diftrift they maybe in), and 
^* fhould the Juftices fi^d' it neceflkry, to 
* be there chained; If the lunatic hasf)fO- • 
*^ perty, he is to he kept at his .dwnJesc^i 
f^ pence s if not, to be paflbd to hislaflFle;^ 
4 ^ ^•gal 
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*f gal fettlement, by the authority of two 
" Juftices of the Peace, and to be there 
** kept at the charge of the parifh, where 

^* the fettlement ihall be."- Margaret 

Nicholfon's fettlement appears to be in 
Saint Jameses parifh. 

The fufFering of lunatics to remain at 
large, has ever very forcibly ftruck us, as 
not only a difgrace to the laws and regula- 
tions of this country, but as wanting in 
humanity to objeds, of all others the moft 
in need of its falutary influence; and with; 
refpeft to the fafety of fociety, big with the 
liioft alarming confequences.— The prefent 
moment very ftrongly confirms thefe pain- 
ful obfervations. A poor unhappy woman 
was lately arraigned for the murder of her 
fifter, who fell a bloody victim to infanity. 
A young man, the'exertionof whofe abili- 
ties, at a future peTi-i^"^ might have pro- 
cured him happinefs, arid the community a 
ufcful member, if reftored to reafon, was 
n^^lo^g fince impelled by lunacy to fcek 
* . D for 
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for death, by the perpetration of an ad die 
moft fatal to the fecurity of perfonal pro- 
perty. His declaration at the awful inftant 
when his fentence was pronounced, mufl: 
yet be too frefh in the minds of ihofe who 
heard it, as well as thofe who received their 
information through the channel of the daily 
papers, to require a recital ; and too plainly 
points out the difordercd ftatc of his mind, 
not to claim our commiferation for an un- 
happy fellow- creature. — The knife diredted 
at the royal breaft, perhaps by the arm of 
lunacy. Heaven, in mercy to this empire, 
turned afide unftained by regicide. Every 
heart bleffed with humanity, or warmed 
with the love of its country, muft glow with 
joy, that no worfe confcquences attended 
this horrid attempt. However, let not 
thofe whofe ftation in life calls them forth to 
frame regulations for the benefit and fecur 
rity of fociety,. or thofe whofe abilities-en- 
able them to point out how evils may be 
coiredied, ftop here s but under the influ- 
ence 
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encc of that good fenfe and humanity 
which charafterife the prefent times, guard 
againft thefe dangers in future, by cither 
cftablifliing hofpitals for the infane on a 
more extenfive and liberal plan, or by com- 
pelling parifhes or families to fecure fuch 
perfbns as are unhappily afflifted with 
madilefs, in proper places. — But as ourde- 
fign is only confined to bring the evil to 
view, we will confign it over to thofc of 
more fkill for. a remedy. 
: His Majefty's fubjeds were not the <only 
people who fympathized with his Royal 
Family, . for bis happy deliverance i — 
foreigners of every nation refident here 
fpoke of the attempt with horrah and re- 
joice at. it3 failure. 

, %ht late attempt upon our Sovereign 
has, given all ranks of people an opportu- 
jiity of exprefling the affeftion and efteem 
for his perfon, which infpires their breafts. 
,There is not one fociety of people, whe- 
ther promilcuoufly met;, or by appoint- 
D 2 ment. 
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mcnt, but congratulate each other muto^- 
ally on his happy efcape. 

Margaret Nicholfon has prefcntcd fevc- 
ral petitions to the King ; and, in one or 
two of the jaft, fhe makes ufe of nearly 
the following words : ^* If your Majefty 
would wife to avoid regicide, you will make 
fome provifion- for me without delay/' 

Sir Francis Drake alked her when in the 
guard-room, what was in the laft petition 
fhe prefented to his Majefty ? Her anfwer 
was, "Nothing — It was only a Uank 
piece of paper, to conceal the weapon,.** 

She was afked likewife What was in fome 
of the former petition^ ? She faid (he could 
not tell them fo well as fee could put it on 
paper: and being provided with a pen 
and ink, fee wrote down, almoft verbatim, 
whit was contained in one or two which his 
Majefty had not deftroyed, and which had 
been fent for by his order. 

It may not be amifs to obferve, that the 
ufual mode both of prefenting petitions, 

and 
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and the manner in which they are attended 
to, ought to be very materially altered. 
His Majcfty's cuftom is, after receiving % 
petition, to deliver it to the Lord in Wait- 
ing, whofe bufinefs it is, we underftand, 
to read it, and report the cpntcnts to the 
King i but cuftom has made it otherwife ; 
for inftead of this being done, it is gene- 
rally delivered immediately to one of the 
Gentlemen Ufhcrs, or fome inferior at- 
tendant, who feldom or never take^ the 
trouble of reading it. What leads us to 
this obfervation is^ that were his Majefty^s 
gracious intention properly complied with, 
which is, that the requefts^crf all his fubjedls 
(hould be attended to, and their petitions 
read when prefented, it would have been 
difcovcrcd from th* papers delivered to the 
King, by Margaret Nicholfon, that fhe 
was not a proper perfon to be admitted 
into the prcfence of Majefty, as they, on 
infpeftion, are found to contain expreffipUB 
of a difordcred mind. 

D 3 It 
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It is the duty of his Majefty^s Mifiifters 
to take every poflible ft^p that may lead to 
a thorough inveftigation of the* attempt 
m^de on the facred life of his Majefty. 
The loyal people of England will naturally 
require that every enquiry fhould be made. 
Upon the whole, it Ihould feem, however 
ferious and alarming her condudk hath 
been, that fhe is certainly insane. 
. And yet there is oppofed to this opinion 
of infanity, the evidence, upon oath, of 
two men, which throws a ftrange doubt vnp^ 
on the matter, notwithftanding frefent ap^ 
pearances. 

Thefe two men arc the perfons with 
whom (he lodged, fince (he has quitted 
fervicc. 

Report too, fays, that prior to the at- 
tempt on his Majefty's life, the woman was 
feen talking to three well-drefled gentle- 
men ; and that at the time fhe was pretend- 
ing to prcfent the petition to his Majefty, 

flic 
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(he defired fome women, wko ftoodnearlicr, 
not to interrupt her whilft ftic was doing it. 
That there is a method in her madnefs, 
(if (he is indeed a lunatic) is undoubted. 
On being aflced by Lord Salifbury, why (he 
delivered a carte blancby rather than a pe- 
tition ? She" anfwered, her ends could 
have been accomplifhed under a blank 
. fheet of paper, as well as by a petition in 
proper form. 

There arc intervals, however, when lu- 
natics aifume reafon, and are capable of- 
convcrfing with a feeming rationality ; bat 
when clofe queilioned as to a particular 
crime they may have committed, they 
then wander into the wild labyrinths of 
diftraded imagination, and difcover their 
infanity. Such a one Margaret Nicholfon 
appears to be. 

As an inftance of her compofure — be- 
ing afked very coolly as to the fubftance of 
her petition prefented. about a fortnight 
ago, (he faid, if they would give her pen 

and 
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and inki^^ flie would write it, which Ihe 
accdrdihgly did i and on coniparing it with 
the original lying in the office, as before 
obferved, it was found to differ only in 
four words ; and they by no means dcftroy* 
cd the purport of it. 

And, on the contrary, when ftie is per- 
plexed with queftions, (he runs into all the 
extravagance of infanity, of which we have 
given feveral inftances in the relation of 
her former examinations. 

The ftatute of the a5th of Edward III. 
comprehends all kinds of high treafon, un- 
der fcven diftinft branches i i . ** To pro- 
«' vide weapons or ammunition for the pur- 
tt pofe of killing the King, is held to be 
^ a palpable overt aft of treafon in ima- 
«> gining his death/* The punifhmcnt of 
female offenders, on account of the de- 
cency due to the fex, is not mangling 
their bodies, as thofe of men are, but 
^* drawing them to the gallows, and burn- 

«* ing them, alive.** 

It 
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It is faid Mrs. Nieholfon is nearly relat- 
ed to a general oiSicer in the corps of Ar- 
tillery, to whom one of the letters found 
in her lodgings were addreffed, 

A fimilar incident to the aforementioned 
tranfadtion took place about eight years 
fince, as the King was coming in his chair 
from Buckingham-houfe to St. James's : a 
woman was then, as in the prefent inftance^ 
the offender, who made a blow at his 
Majefty with ^ knife, and broke the front 
glafs of his fcdan. Upon examination, fhc 
alfo appeared infafif I 

Young Shepherd, the coach^painter, 
was the lal% .perfon who made a regicide 
attempt in England j he endeavoured to 
kill George the Firft, and^ when* at the 
place of execution, ^was offered his life, 
provided he would a(k the King's pardon i 
but he difdained tofijpplicate the royal 
mercy. Lord Chefterfield, in fpeaking of 
this tranfaftion, after having difapproved 
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the caufe, compares Shepherd's fpirit ta 
Roman heroifm. 

The life of the King of PrufTia was twice 
attempted to be taken away. Once by 
three of his foldiers at a review; and once 
by a perfon bribed, as was fuppofed, by 
the Emprefs Queen. 

The prcfent King of Poland' was at- 
tempted to be affaflinatcd in 1771. 

A like attempt was made on the late 
King of Portugal, in 1758. ^S;, 

And a like attempt was made on the 
late King of France, by Damien, in 1757.* 
On the happy cfcape 6f his Majefty's 
life being preferred frorn the hartds of an 
affafTin, it muft be the wifli of all his good 
and feithful fubjeds, that a public thankf- 
giving (hoiild be given in all tKe churches 
in the kingdom ; and it is hoped that the 
Archbilhops and Bifliops will order it as 
foon as polTible. 

There is no doubt, but that this myfte- 
rtous tranfadion will be thoroughly in- 

vcftigatedj^ 
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vcftigatcd, and laid properly before the 
public, that they may form a juft and 
correft idea of it ; for as it.ftands at pre- 
fent, it certainly muft be allowed to be 
enveloped in a great deal of doubt and 
myftery, and to give birth to a variety of 
fijfpicions, which it were to be wilhed 
could be? removed,, and efFeftually done 
away, 

Thcre^is one fatSl that (lands fully efta* 
blifhedi and that is, that the infanity of 
the wom^n feertis to be fufpefted entirely 
from the ralhhefs. of, the .attempt fhe made 
on the life of the king. Before that pe-. 
riod, fhe was never fupgofed to be out ^f 
her mind, Mr. Fifk, and Mr, Paule, 
with one or the other of whonfi fhe lived 
for many years, never confidered her a$. 
being out of her fenfes. Mr. Nicholfon, • 
her brother, indeed, fays fhe was frequent- 
ly giving propfsi of a difordered mind; 
but he at the fame time admitted, that 
he had not of late been acquainted with 

her. 
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her. Upon the whole, Ihc appears to 
have been thought infanc, from the horrid 
attempt flic ventured upon; but if that 
alone is to be allowed fuBkient evidence 
of infanity, every one, either man ot 
woman, that commits a rafh or delperate 
aft, muft be faid to have, in a /mailer or 
greater degree, Ajpecies of madne/s. 

As the public prints -have been wholly 
filent as to the cauje of her firft petitioning 
the King, it may not be unneceflary to 
ftatc it, without determining whether it 
will ferve, or not, to throw any frefli light 
upon the fubjeft. 

In her youth, Jt.fcems, Mrs. Nichollbn 
wias enticed away by an officer of the 
guards, who, after del^auching her, took 
her into what is underftood in the world 
of gallantry, by keeping. She lived with 
him very happily until he died, and at 
his death, he bequeathed her an annuity, 
fufficient, it is faid, to have fupported 
her comfortably for life. This annuity, 

however. 
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^ however, (he was cruelly kept out of by 
the attorney flie employed for the purpofc 
of putting her in poffeffion of it. She ex- 
polhilated with htm on the treatment (he 
received ; but without being able to ob- 
tain any rcdrefs. 

Thus circumftanced, and not knowing 
where to- look to for relief, a thought oc- 
curred to her of petitioning the King, 
She accordingly drew up her cafe, and 
prefentcd it to the Sovereigni Not re- 
ceiving any kind of anfwer, nor under- 
ftanding that her application had been 
taken notice of, fhe petitioned again, and 
repeated it /eventeen times, the laft of 
which was on the 2d of Auguft, when 
(he attempted to ftab the King. 

From the beforcgoing particulars, the 
world will, ho doubt, think for itfelf. 
Mrs. Nicholfon may fofflbly be in a ftate 
pf infanity. But it is t^udXiy ppjjtbky that 
a woman may, from a real caufe, or pre- 
tended one, petition his majcfty; and re- 
peat it fevcnteen times, and then attempt 
E <^ 
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to aflaflinate him, and yet be in her {pnfes^ 
Nor is it lefs foJfibUy that though Ihc mai^ h 
be difordered in her mind the inftant ihe 
finds her attempt fruftrated, fhc might, 
neverthelefs, have been, at the monient of 
her making it, entirely free from the lead 
tinfture of infanity. 

As the matter, however, is at prefent 
pending at the bar of the grand tribunal 
of the public, we ftiall forbear any farther 
ftriftures upon it, not doubting, but that 
the reader will draw thofe conclufions that 
the cafe, as far as it has been developed, 
ought moft naturally to produce and efta- 
blifli. 

Margaret Nicholfon lived fome years 
ago with a lady of quality, in Brudenel* 
ftreet, as own fervant j her general difpo- 
fition of mind was of a refcrved and 
thoughtful caft, feldom fubjeS: to the in- 
fluence of the livelier fallies of mirth. 
This reftraint of temper was confidcred by 
her fellow-fervants as prudery. Her 
maftcr's Valet- de-Chambre paid her his ad- 
dreiTes; her condu6t before the family 
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**vas very referved, and fuch in appearance 
r/zs prjc^^BiPBi.theni difcerning that he had 
any;^rofp©(9t. of fuccefs with her ; but ^e 
of the family happening to remain up after , 
the reft were in bj^d, in walking up ftairs, 
fb as not to be heard, at a late hour, fur- 
prifed the Valet-de-Cbambre coming out of 
her bed-room. In fuch a difcovery as 
this, every one knows how anxious the 
difcoverer is to unburthen his mind j and 
nextjTiorning the fervants were entertain*- 
ing themfelves at the expencc of the re- 
ferved, as they called her, prude t the 
news foon reached the miftrefs's ears, and 
both the fervants concerned were inftamly 
difcharged,. They fought for a new place, 
where they lived ftill together in the fame 
houfe i but quitted that alfo. Their at- 
tachment ftill fubfifted, and they got into a 
third fervice ; there her fweetheart flighted 
her, and paid his addrefles to a perfon 
who had fome property, whom he 
married ; and then left his place to take 
an inn on the Weftern road. This dif- 
appointment could not but affc& xi\^ ^^- 
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man who was deferted, and (he abandoned 
herfelf to (blitude ; intenfe thought upon 
one obje£t debilitates the mind ; and with 
a temper already prone to^ melancholy^ 
in accumulation of thought and diftrefs 
muft encreafe intenfe thinking, which can- 
not but produce paroxyfrn^ of madnefs* 
Society and variety are neceffary txi re- 
move the ill confequences of melancholy # 
neither of thefe it appears flie fought for ; ^ir 
even her brother acknowledged that fhe 
feldom called on him. After this (he fought 
no more for a place as fervant, but betook 
herfelf to her induftry by her needle. It 
is no fecret how many thoufands of women 
are in want of bread, who ftrive to live by 
the needle ; therefore we. may infer that 
her mode of living moft be penurious, and 
low; the want of nouri(hment, with the 
anxiety attendant on it, muft encreafe that 
mental debility which is the refult of me- 
lancholy ; therefore the effufiqn of a mind 
under thefe circumftances, muft be (bme- 
times out of the controul of reafon. 

SUP- 
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SUPPLEMENT. 



IN confequence of an order from Lord 
Sydney, one of his Majefty's princi- 
pal Secretaries of State, Margaret Nichol- 
fon was on Wednefday morning, at eleven 
o*clock, taken by Mr. Coates the King's 
Meffenger, in a hackney coach to Bedlam : 
Mrs. Coates, another lady, and the nurfe, 
went with her. Soon as the coach was cal- 
led to take her away, fhe was told by Mr. 
Coates, they were going on a party of plea- 
fure, and afked her to accompany them, 
^Tcfrfhe readily agreed to 5 and ftepping 
into the coach, was in very good fpirits, 
and talked very rationally the whole of 
the way, till they came under the wall of 
Bedlam ; ftie then obferved, that fhe knew 
where they were taking her to. Upon her 
entrance into Bi^^m, (he was aflced^ 
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*^ if flie then knew where fhe was*' ? fhe 
anfwered, *^ perfeftly well." The Steward 
of the Hofpital behaved with much kind- 
nefs to her, and invited her and the com- 
pany to dine with him, which they didj 
and during the whole time fhe appeared 
perfeftly coUefted, except when the name 
of the King was mentioned, whom, fhe 
continued faying, fhe expeded to vifit her. 
After dinner Mr. Coates again afked her> 
" if fhe knew in what houfe fhe was"? fhe 
faid, « Yes." He then told her, " that he 
hoped fhe would patiently and quietly fub- 
mit to the regulations of that place," She 
compofedly replied, " certainly." He 
alfo informed her, that fhe would be in- 
dulged with pen, ink, and paper, to write 
to fuch of her friends as fhe thought proper : 
—This offer fhe did not then notice. At 
fix oVlock fhe was conduced to her cell, 
which had been previoufly furnifhed with 
new bedding, &c. for her reception ; and 
a chain was put round her leg, and faf- 

tened 



( S5 ) 

tcned to the floor, Whilft this was do- 
ing, flic was perfcftly compofed, and did* 
not feem to take any notice of it. On 
being alked by the fteward ** if the chain 
" hurt her leg, as it fliould be altered if it 
« did ?'* ftie replied, ^^ No, not at all."*' 
Mr. Coates was then about to leave her; 
but ftie called to him, and reminded him 
of his promife, that fhe (hould have pen, 
ink, and paper, faying that ftie had letters 
to write, which flie wifticd to fend by 
him. Pen, ink, and paper, were immedi- 
ately brought her, and Mr. Coates waited 
near an hour -, but ftie did not attempt to 
write any thing. 

When the examination before the Council 
on Tuefday laft, was concluded — it was 
refolved to examine Mr. Fifk again the 
next day. And, Wednefday morning he 
waited upon Lord Sydney for that pur- 
pofe ; but his Lordftiip told him, that he 
was perfedtly fatisfied, from the incontro- 
vertible evidence which had been given of 
the woman's infanity i and therefore no far- 
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ther examinations were neceflary.Thc whole 
of the examinations taken on Tuefday, to- 
gether with the opinion of the Lords of 
Council thereupon, were laid before his 
Majefty on Wednefday, for his approba- 
tion. She is to be confined for life^ to be 
fupported and taken care of, in cafe of 
ficknefs j but while in health, to be kept 
at work, or whatever employment fhe is 
capable of, in order to earn her own fub- 
fiftence. 
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